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Welcome New Albany Club Members

September 2018

Jacqueline Dobson, Candice Kei

FEATURED & UPCOMING EVENTS

THIS MONTH’S NEWS

Stan Cho
MPP, Willowdale. PA (Treasury Board)

Jonathan Tokiwa                               
Student, Ivey School of Business

Alec Innes
Managing Director, Capital & Risk Solutions 
Group at BMO Capital Markets

Walid Abou-Hambde 
Consultant, Policy Concepts 

Vijay Sappani
CEO, Ela Capital

Maureen Basnicki
Founder, Canadian National Day of Service 
Foundation 

Benjamin Ambler
Student, University of Toronto

Michael Pons
President, L.S.F. Group of Companies

NEW FALL MENU FEATURES

REGULAR HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY
7:30 am - 11:00 pm

Stan Cho
MPP, Willowdale

After the frenzy of the recent provincial elections 
had subsided, joining the club was one of my 
personal priorities. I joined because I love 
the club’s history, the community, and the 
opportunities to meet so many talented and like-
minded people. Of course, the reasonably-priced 
wines don’t hurt either! As the newly elected MPP 
for Willowdale, I look forward to The Albany 
becoming my home away from home downtown. 
It’s a real honour to be part of the club and I look 
forward to getting to know you all much better in 
the coming years.

GET TO KNOW NEW MEMBERS (more on page 5)

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

RECIPROCAL CLUBS

RECENT EVENTS



What’s On at the Club
Our Club culture fosters face-to-face relationship building, the key to staying connected 

in a digital world. Whether you’re looking to meet like-minded  Conservative individuals for social 
or business reasons, you will have plenty of opportunities to network at the sixty plus 

Club events we organize per year.

Join us at these two upcoming 
highlighted events!

(plus taxes & house charges)

Authors Series Dinner: Conrad Black 
Wednesday, September 12th, 2018

6:00 - 8:00 pm  

Member & Spouse: $85pp | Guests: $110pp

“Whatever happens, Donald Trump will be one of the most vividly 

remembered presidents and characters of American history”

-Excerpt from Mr. Black’s latest book: “Donald J. Trump: A President Like No Other”

Join Conrad Black and Albany Club members over a 
gourmet dinner and be treated to a discussion about his 
latest book.

Wine Makers Dinner 
Tuesday, September 18th, 2018

6:00 - 8:00 pm  

Member & Spouse: $120pp | Guests: $150pp

Featuring 5 wines from the Rhone Valley winery Les Vins 
de Vienne. Join their Commercial Director, Marie-Melodie 
Condette to learn about each of the 5 wines, and get 
your questions about viniculture answered. Chef Jay 
has prepared an incredible 3-course paired dinner to 
complement the French wines.



(plus taxes & house charges)

Upcoming Events 

Wine Luncheon 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH, 2018

Returning in September- join other Albany 
Club wine enthusiasts the last Friday 
of every month for our monthly wine 
Luncheons. These luncheons feature a 
rotating roster of experiences as members 
try delicious wines & culinary treats from 
around the world.
Stay tuned for more details!

Wine Makers Dinner
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH, 2018
5:30 pm

Featuring 5 wines from Les Vins de 
Vienne, Rhone Valley. Join their 
Commercial Director, Marie-Melodie 
Condette, to learn about their wines & 
answer your questions about viniculture. 
Chef Jay has prepared an incredible 
3-course paired dinner.
Members: $120pp • Guests: $150pp

Brewmaster Dinner
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH, 2018
6:00 pm

Join a brewmaster from Great Lakes 
Brewery for a craft beer dinner on 
the rooftop patio. This 3-course dinner 
will feature menu items inspired by 
the Etobicoke based brewery and 
have a brewmaster on hand to speak 
about the beers, brewing process, and 
to answer your questions.
Members: $75pp • Guests: $95pp

Authors Series:  Conrad Black
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH, 2018
6:00 pm

Join Conrad Black and Albany Club 
members over a gourmet dinner and 
be treated to a discussion about his 
latest book: “Donald J. Trump: A 
President Like No Other”
Copies will be available for sale.

Members: $85pp • Guests: $110pp



On Wednesday, August 8th, the Albany Club hosted a Wine Tasting Dinner featuring the wines of Italy with our 
Matire D' & Sommolier Gianmarco Zentena. Members ate, drank, & laughed together as Gianmarco skillfully 
walked through each pairing. The evening was as educational as it was enjoyable. Members and guests were 
able to ask questions about the italian wines, the processes involved, and what makes a Pinot Grigio a real Pinot 
Grigio! Next stop: The Rhone Valley of Southern France, as Les Vins des Vienne's Commercial Director, Marie-
Melodie Condette will be in the club to walk through 5 different wines along a 3 course dinner!

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT...
TASTE OF ITALY: WINE TASTING DINNER

Prospective Member Event:  
Rosé Tasting
August 1st, 2018

Cigar Night 
August 15th, 2018

Conservative Party of Canada  
Convention in Halifax 

August 23rd - 25th, 2018

Pitt Society: Peter MacKay  
on the Rooftop Patio 

August 16th, 2018



GET TO KNOW
NEW MEMBERS

Cillian Curran-Sills
President, CCS Building Group

A carpenter by trade, Cillian Curran-Sills 
successfully launched his company CCS 
Building Group in 2014 and has since taken it to 
a competitive level, specializing in commercial/
industrial building retrofits and large-scale office 
build outs in Toronto. Cillian enjoys building 
relationships with industry leaders and therefore 
was immediately drawn to the prestigious 
Albany Club. Currently, CCS Building Group 
is restoring a six-storey heritage building at 
Yonge and Wellesley, transforming 17000 square 
feet of warehouse space into high end offices at 
Sterling and Bloor, as well as retrofitting Cillian’s 
own commercial building in the heart of South 
Etobicoke. He looks forward to expanding his 
knowledge with the esteemed clientele of the 
Albany Club, and all the events it has to offer. 
Cillian would like to thank the club and board 
members for this opportunity.

William Luke
Lawyer, Luke Law Firm

In my Toronto community, I am active in the 
Conservative Party of Canada (“the Party”). 
I sit on the Board of Directors of the Party 
Eglinton-Lawrence Electoral District Association 
(“EDA”). In August, I represented the Party 
Eglinton-Lawrence EDA as a delegate at the Party 
National Convention in Halifax, Nova Scotia.  I 
am passionate about people in Canadian urban 
areas and younger demographics and especially 
to understand how conservative political values 
align with their needs and issues. However, as 
a conservative  millennial living in Toronto, 
one often feels like an oddity.  It is against this 
background, that I joined the Albany Club to 
engage with others regarding issues of concern 
to millennials and to have the opportunity to 
participate in broader policy discussions. 

Born and raised in Nova Scotia, educated at 
McGill University in Montreal, my attraction to 
Conservative political thought was developed 
during  my time studying law and working in 
the U.K. I have been influenced by ‘One Nation’ 
conservatism that originated from former British 
Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli and was 
fostered in Canada by notable conservatives such 
as John Diefenbaker and Robert Stanfield. Hence, 
I believe in the preservation and promotion of 
traditional principles and established institutions. 
Also, particularly as a criminal lawyer in Toronto  
representing many different types of people, I 
strongly believe in social and economic inclusion. 
I am delighted that the Albany Club has proven 
to be the right meeting place to deepen my 
understanding  of conservative politics in Ontario 
and Canada. 

Maureen Basnicki
Founder & Executive Officer, Canadian National Day 
of Service Foundation
Co-Founder, C-CAT (Canadian Coalition Against Terror)

During my 30 year career as a Flight Attendant 
with Air Canada I had little interest in politics. Life 
was busy, taking care of my family while being a 
working Mother- flying off to exciting cities during 
school hours and being a soccer Mom, ski racer 
chaser, and more.  It was a lifestyle that I loved. 
That all changed suddenly and dramatically when 
my late husband Ken was on a business trip in 
NYC on September 11th, 2001. After Ken perished 
in the attack at the World Trade Center (along with 
23 other Canadians) I found myself with a major 
lifestyle change and a new mission. I became 
passionate about counter-terrorist initiatives, 
advocating for victims of violent crime and trying 
to create awareness of Canada’s National Day of 
Service which our former PM Stephen Harper 
legislated on the 10th anniversary of 9/11. After 
the attacks, I quickly understood which political 
party would listen to my many concerns regarding 
terrorism and the role Canada needed to play in the 
Global Community.
 
My decision to join the Albany Club came after 
much interaction with fellow Conservatives 
and Albany Club members, especially after 
volunteering to get our current Conservative 
provincial government elected.
I look forward to meeting like-minded people in 
Toronto at the Albany Club and other cities with 
reciprocal clubs. I’m also excited to attend many 
of the club events, join the Toastmaster Club, 
Wine club and meeting new people and making 
new friends in a beautiful, historic venue. Most of 
all I want to have fun! Thank you to my sponsors 
for the opportunity to continue to rebuild my life 
with the wonderful people that I’m meeting at the 
Albany Club.

Know someone 
interested in 
Membership?

Contact membership@albanyclub.ca  
to find our how you can CONNECT at 
the Albany Club!

 Continued from page 1



H O S T  Y O U R  2 0 1 8  
C H R I S T M A S  P A R T Y
at
The Albany Club
It’s never too early to book your Christmas party! Whether it 
be a family, work or client party, we encourage you to check 
availability early to secure the date and room you desire.

B O O K   T O D A Y !
 
F O R   M O R E   I N F O R M A T I O N
Please contact April at 416-364-5471 or catering@albanyclub.ca for 
availability, pricing, menu ideas and much more

REDEEM YOUR LOYALTY POINTS
EARN POINTS BY ENJOYING THE CLUB!
 Earn points by hosting events and meetings, referring new members, and on all Food and Beverage purchases.  
 Redeem your points to treat yourself (or a special guest) on any club dining - Ask your server to redeem!

1,500 Points
Select Salads

4,500 Points
Select Meals

1,200 Points
Select Cocktails



FALL M
ENU FEATURES

FEATURING OUR NEW BEEF SUPPLIER

One of the largest networks of small, independent 
family farmers and ranchers, Niman Ranch leads 
the industry in sustainable and humane agricultural 

practices.

100% true Angus Beef  •  Fed a 100% vegetarian diet
Never given hormones or antibiotics – EVER

Raised with Care on environmentally sustainable ranches

FEATURED DRINK IN SEPTEMBER

Breeze of Azure

SALADS FEATURING

Fior di Latte

NIMAN RANCH

Dry-Aged Angus Beef Ribeye
EAST COAST 

Oyster Platter

OUZO, CREME DE MENTHE, & GINGER BEER



 
RECIPROCAL 
CLUBS TO VISIT...

Closer to Toronto? 
The Barrie Country Club boasts a traditional style golf course & 

full-service clubhouse, from which our guests enjoy sweeping views 

of the course and open countryside beyond. They offer dining and 

banquet amenities, and modern conference and corporate facilities, 

making us a venue of choice for popular social events.

Extending your summer vacation? 
A few hours out of Toronto, Windermere Golf  

& Country Club offers Albany Club members a premium golf 

experience in the heart of Muskoka. On Lake Rosseau, this 

championship course presents an invigorating challenge with 

unmatched scenery. Off the course, the clubhouse offers all the 

amenities while showcasing the spectacular view. 

Trip to Europe?  
Nestling against the backdrop of a magical landscape and 

surrounding countryside, recumbent on the rolling hills of lush 

timeless greenery, Golf Club Bergamo L'Albenza represents a 

heritage to be enjoyed and shared with those who, through Golf, 

wish to savour the pleasure and the emotions of unique  

moments in time.

Across the Country?  
The Union Club of B.C. is a landmark institution in the heart of 

downtown Victoria. With an imposing neo-Georgian design inspired 

by the classic clubs of London, this heritage building has always 

offered premier service, amenities, companionship, and  

exceptional comfort.

South of the Border?  
The Marines' Memorial Club in San Francisco has stood in honor 

of the memory of the men and women who served. Since 1946, 

Marines’ Memorial Club has honored the legacy of military service 

through a living memorial, hotel and theatre that both serve and 

commemorate the Veterans of all eras. Providing exceptional San 

Francisco lodging and dining with spectacular city.


